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306" Bomb Group - First Over

Germany on Facebook
by Sue Fox Moyer

Originated in 2009 by a 306" Bomb Group intern at Abilene Christian
University, the 306" Facebook page is up and running again as a group
page. As a group page your request to be a member either will be approved
by an administrator, or current members may invite “friends” already on
Facebook. Since August 2012 we have over 70 members with more being
added every day.

Very early on a request for membership came in from Kris Waechter.
He said his grandfather was a member of the 368" Bomb Squadron. Soon
his brothers, Matt and Joe, joined in also and we discovered their grandfa-
ther was Leland Kessler whose artwork graced many a plane. His scrap-
book, which was continued through Lee’s time in Stalag 17B, is a prized
family heirloom. Lee’s grandsons graciously gave permission for our
Facebook page to use Lee’s original artwork of his remembrance of the
mission on which he was shot down (see painting at right). It will be famil-
iar to many as it was also used on the cover of Russell Strong’s First Over
Germany: A History of the 306th Bombardment Group.

At our upcoming reunion there will be a demonstration of the site along
with other technology projects that you may want to consider as a NEX-
GEN project. If you want to bring your own laptop we stand ready to help
you get started. If you want to bring photos for us to upload we will have
scanners available for your use. If you are unable to be in Savannah this
year, please let us know if you need help. If you would like us to share
crew photos or your story, please let us know. Your local public library
should be able to help you prepare photos to send. Please feel free to con-
tact Sue (Fox) Moyer at: ssma43@gmail.com.

Another sample post from our
306th BG Facebook page:

AT THE 306TH REUNION IN THURLEIGH,
APRIL 1976, GLENN HAD A MODEL B-17
THAT HE HAD MADE CALLED THE "SOLID
SENDER". HE WAS SHOWING IT AROUND
NOT KNOWING THAT MY FATHER WHO
WAS THE PILOT WAS THERE. SOMEONE
ASKED GLENN IF HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET
THE PILOT OF THE SOLIDSENDER. THE
PHOTO SAYS IT ALL..!
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Savannah Reunion Promises to be Special

by Vernon L. Williams
Reunion Chairman and Historian

With only about a month to go before our registration and hotel reserva-
tion deadlines, your reunion chairman is putting the final touches on the
nuts and bolts of the reunion. Event tickets have to be printed, programs for
our dinners and special events have to be laid out and printed, your name
tags created, and a host of other items need to be made and stuffed into your
packet. If you haven’t already booked your room, call the hotel today. If
you haven’t sent your reservations to Joel Labo, do that as soon as you fin-
ish speaking to the hotel and put the telephone down. Early registration and
hotel reservations really helps your 306th Bomb Group Association. See
reunion details on page 7 of this issue.

As Sue wrote in the article at left, those of you Next Generation family
members who are coming to honor your father, uncle, or grandfather, bring
your photograph collections, bring your laptops and flashdrives and be
ready to take advantage of several workshops designed to help you use
technology to preserve your family’s 306th history and share with others.
Veterans and widows, bring your children and grandchildren and put them
to work preserving your World War Il memories and memorabilia. See the
revised schedule on page 7 for all the latest details on a reunion packed with
things to do and see.

If you have questions or special needs, contact me at my History Depart-
ment: Email— vwilliams@acu.edu or (325) 280-3399.

Glimpses from the San Diego Reunion—Left to right: Roland DeLair, Deran DeLair, Mike Hitchcock, Joel Labo, Jeannine ‘Joey’ Freund, Treasia Hendricks, Adolph Visconti, Bob Brown,
Daphne Franklin, Ralph Franklin, Sharon Hunt, Patty O’Connell, Cathy Burrell, Carol Petrucka, Jill Bryce, Walt Lubojacky, Charley Hammond, Bill Mocharnuk, Nancy Huebotter, Susan
O’Konski, Charles Neal, Donna Hammond, Steve Snyder, Rudolfo Campos, Greg Armbrust, Lillian Armbrust, Barbara Neal, Steve Sewell, Carol Wait Sewell, Debbie Guymon, Lance Liss-
ner, Vincent Guymon, Steve Ledwith, Sam Rackham, Patti Sumner Ledwith, ‘Marty’ Vernon Wegener.
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Obituaries

Please send obits as soon as possible
after the death, to secretary (see contact
information at left on this page below).

The secretary has learned of the following
deaths:

One half of the Hospitality Room at San
Diego Reunion with table and main history
exhibits displayed.  Registration table at
left with Barbara Neal, Joel Labo, Susan
O ’Konski, Vernon Williams.

Photographs courtesy Charles Neal
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Donald Snook, President
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jacky; Charles Neal; Robert Rockwell,
Allan Lawson, Vernon Williams.

Past President:
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Charles Neal, Chairman
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Secretary:

Handles all changes of address, current
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known addresses of 306th personnel, 1942-
1945. Contributions in support of this ef-
fort may be remitted to the treasurer.
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Trenton Dietz (Russell Strong Intern)
Jonathan Carroll (Thurman Shuller Intern)
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The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association is
a Federally tax-exempt organization and as a
veteran’s group is classified as 501 © (19).

Dryden, “Wally” Ralph Waldo, 423" tail

gunner (Joe R Clark crew), originally from . o . . .
Independence, MO, died 8 Jul 12 in the ICU Top: Relaxing at the Air and Space Museum during the San Diego Reunion

are, left to right, Don Snook, Katherine Snook, Daphne Franklin, Ralph
Franklin, Wayne Stellish (standing), Larraine Sekora, Walt Rozett. Bottom:
Flight deck of the U.S.S. Midway during the 306th BGA tour of the ship,
San Diego Reunion. Photographs courtesy Charles Neal
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near his Spring Lake, NC home at 87. He
flew 30 missions from Thurleigh (Jan-Apr
45); his entire crew returned; life-long they
stayed in close touch. In Glastonbury, CT,
he owned and operated a successful indus-
trial diamond business for tools to large
companies across most of New England,
until retiring at 70. He was a Freemason,
member of Audubon-Parkside Lodge, NJ.
Golf was a major love of his life including in
Naples, FL for 8 years prior to their move 7
years ago to Spring Lake. He was a member
of Anderson Creek Golf Club in Spring
Lake, and 40+ year member of Wethersfield
Country Club, CT. Survived by his wife of
14 years, Isabelle Remington, with whom in
10 he most recently attended our DC Reun-
ion; 4c from two prior marriages, 5gc, 2ggd,
2 step-s, more step-gc.

Kenny, Peter G, Jr, 368" navigator (Rene
C Fix crew), of Valencia, PA, died 1 Mar 12
at 95. He apparently arrived at Thurleigh 1 Dec 43 with Fix, with whom he was downed 27 Mar 44 (LaRochelle mission);
that night, Germans captured the entire crew at sea. Kenny was at Stalag Luft 1, Barth, until liberation. Post-war he re-
turned to his family in Pittsburgh, PA, and married Genevieve in 47. When his career at the Post Office ended, they retired
to the space coast area of FL. After 29 years in FL, they returned to the Pittsburgh area to be near the families of their three
children. Survived by his wife of 74 years, Genevieve, 3c, 6gc, 8ggc.

Meredith, Curtis B, 367" ground crew — transportation, lifelong TN resident, died 13 Oct 11 at his home in LaFollette at
90. A proud vet and member of Trinity Baptist, he was predeceased in May 95 by his wife Azalee at 66. Survived by 2d,
4gc, 2ggc. No further info.

Mills, Clyde T, 423" mechanic, of Castleton, VT, died 27 May 12 at 92. While stationed at Thurleigh 42-45, he was a
mechanic on ‘Belle of the Blue” and other B-17s. Post-war he married Jennie 2 Mar 46; she preceded him in death 2 Mar
03. He was a foreman with Pratt and Whitney Aircraft in Southington, CT for 32 years. Clyde was a member of American
Legion Post #87 of West Rutland, VT and a charter member of the VFW in Canton, CT. He enjoyed gardening, golf, hunt-
ing, fishing, the NY Yankees, the NY Giants, and 306™ Reunions with his step-son Charles Hammond and Charles’ wife
Donna, who survive him. Also surviving are 5gc, 7ggc.

Norris, Kenneth G, [correction; obit first appeared in #2 issue of 2012] 423™ ball-turret gunner (Elmer Heap crew),
originally from Salem, NH, and more recently of Snowville, VA, died 25 Mar 12 at 92 at the hospital in Salem, VA, near
Snowville and Roanoke. His crew reached Thurleigh 16 Oct 43. He later worked for his hometown, the Town of Salem,
NH, from which he retired. In VA, he was a member of Snowville Baptist Church. Survived by his wife Lena “Mae,” 1d,
29c.

Popivchak, Marion, 368" engineer (Carl Hathaway crew), of Carnegie, PA, died 5 Nov 10 at 85. His crew reached Thur-
leigh 22 Sep 44; he completed 35 missions. Post-war, Mickey owned Tri-State Auto Parts in Carnegie. In Nov 10, survived
by his wife ‘Addie’ Adeline, and 2d he was buried at National Cemetery of the Alleghenies with full military honors; no
further info.

Portnoy, Hal H or Hyman, 369" waist-gunner (Richard Vogel crew), of New York City and Boca Raton, FL, suddenly
died 19 Jun 10 at 89. His crew reached Thurleigh 27 Apr 44. Post-war he founded Super Millwork, Inc in NY, and was a
founding member of Midway Jewish Center. He was a longtime member of Bocaire Country Club in Boca Raton. Prede-
ceased by 1s and his first wife, Sylvia, who died in Boca Raton in Jan 95 at 70. Survived by his later wife, Elaine Sommer
in Boca Raton until 20 Jun 12; 2d; 4gs; 4ggc.

Rohan, Alton [additional info, thanks to Bill Houlihan; obit first appeared in #1 issue of 2012], whose original nhame
was Alton Rohinsky, 367" radio operator (crew of Shelly D Hodges) of W Bloomfield, MI, died 30 Mar 12 at 89. His
memorial service was at Temple Shir Shalom, where The Lorraine and Al Rohan Madrichim Program is set up. His wife
Lorraine predeceased him in 00 at 76. Survived by 3d, 6gc, 2ggc, and his special friend Lee Beck.

Ryan, William L, 423" bombardier (John J “Jack” O’Brien crew) of Cookeville, TN, died at home 7 Jul 12 at 90. Bill
appears to be the NY-born man in WWII Enlistment records who enlisted initially as a Private in the Air Corps in Aug 40
at Chanute Field, IL. As O’Brien’s bombardier, he arrived at Thurleigh 12 Apr 44 and completed his 31 combat missions
by 2 Jul 44. He stayed in the AF Reserves, and was called back for active duty in both Korea and Vietnam, in part due to
his training having included work in air traffic control. His interest in the Norden bomb-sight, which functioned as a
“manual computer,” led to his getting very early into computers. After active duty military, he worked for a series of com-
panies, beginning their MIS departments and setting up LANs. He continued working, auditing the computerization of
companies, until retiring at 77. After he could no longer run for physical fitness due to macular degeneration, he swam and
was a Senior Olympics swimmer both for their district and statewide for TN. Maj. Ryan is to be buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery 26 Nov with full military honors. Survived by his wife, Velma (‘Rudi’), 4¢c, 2gc, 1ggc.

Spadaro, Benedict J (enlisted under his birth/Sicilian first name of Pancrazzio), 423" (unclear position on flight
crew), of Bronxville, Westchester Co, NY died 30 Sept 11 at 83. Ben, born in Nov 27, apparently falsified his age for
enlistment without his father’s permission. He likely reached Thurleigh in 45; later flew in the Berlin airlift (which ran
from 24 Jun 48 to several months after the Russian blockade lifted 11 May 49). Ben was an advocate for veterans, and be-
came Director of Veterans Affairs for Westchester County in the 80s, retiring in 92. As an AF vet of WWII, a disabled vet,
and former member of the Veterans Rehabilitation Committee of the V.A, he was selected in Apr 02 by the US Secretary
of the V.A. under President G.W. Bush for service on the V.A. Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials, where
he served until 09. In 05 he advocated and succeeded in having the Gold Star Mother's Society change their bylaws to per-
mit entry of immigrant mothers mothers of solders,sailors, and Marines killed in combat. He was also partly responsible
for the creation of the Mothers Monument in Eastchester. Preceded in death by his wife Winifred “Dixie” in 09 at 82; sur-
vived by 1s.

Obituaries continued on page 3
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Obituaries continued from page 2

Thompson, “Jimmy” James Nelson, Sr, 367" togglier and gunner, born in AR, died 8 Jun 12 as a longtime resident of Vicksburg, MS at Vicksburg Convalescent Hos-
pital following a lengthy illness, at 88. He flew his 35 missions from Thurleigh 22 Oct 44 to 28 Mar 45 with various crews, and left in May. Post-war earned his degree
from Southern Methodist Univ in Dallas, TX. After a few years in residential construction in Miami, he returned to Vicksburg to help his father operate a new grocery;
after it sold in the early 70s, he worked for a bakery, a chain of convenience stores, the Vicksburg Country Club, and a truck stop until retiring in the early 90s. He’d
been a member of Church of the Holy Trinity, and of Christ Episcopal. He served the community in various capacities, including terms on the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, and Aviation Board. Preceded in death by 1gs, he is survived by his wife, Mildred, of Vicksburg (moving to Daphne, AL near family), 2c, 5gc, 1ggd.

FAMILY:

Alewitz, Beatrice, wife of Sam Alewitz, PhD (waist-gunner on 367" crew of Leonard J Smith, who arrived Thurleigh 3 Feb-45) died 24 Jan 07 soon after turning 89,
with her last zipcode of record with Social Security being at our then-address for them in Manahawkin, Ocean Co, NJ. No further info. If anyone knows of any con-
tact info for Sam (who has authored books on Public Health; who would now be about 94; and who is not receiving mail either in Manahawkin or Whippany,
NJ addresses the Secretary had located) PLEASE alert Secretary at contact info on p.2, as he has furnished no newer address for Echoes.

Casseday, “Bobbie” Roberta, widow of Billy Wayne Casseday (368" pilot who died 5 Apr 05), died at 92 on 3 Dec 11 in the Dayton, Umatilla Co, WA, log house
they built in 92. Born in OR, she graduated from Eastern OR College of Education in 39. After teaching grammar school for a couple of years, she worked for a year in
the personnel department at the Umatilla Army Depot and then moved to Walla Walla, where she worked in personnel at the Walla Walla Army Air Corp base. She and
Billy “Wayne” married 2 Sep 43 while he was stationed at Spokane’s Geiger Field until leaving in Oct for Thurleigh. After he was discharged in Jan 46, they moved to
Dayton, WA, where he purchased the Shell Oil distributorship. She was active in the Parent Council of public schools attended by their six children; was an active mem-
ber of First Congregational Church including singing in the choir; she belonged to the Dayton Junior Club, Order of the Eastern Star, PEO, and a women's bridge club.
She was a lifelong Republican, for many years serving as a precinct committee chairman. Among many interests, she enjoyed reading, cooking, needle work, hooking
rugs, watching baseball, trips to the river and mountains in her family’s earlier years, and later RV-ing to AZ. Predeceased by her husband of 61 years; survived by 6c,
9gc, 3ggc.

Ferguson, Catherine, widow of William L Ferguson (369" top-turret engineer on ‘Flack Shack,” Allen Babin crew which arrived in Feb 45), died 24 Mar 10, just after
turning 89. Predeceased in Aug 05 by her husband of 30 years, Bill, she is survived by her 2s, 1step-d, 4gc, 2step-gc, and at least 2ggc & 4 step-ggc as of Aug 05. No
further info.

Rockwell, Ruth E, wife of Robert “Rocky” Rockwell (306" Board member & 367" engineer on Rutherford crew & substitute waist gunner Page crew), 91, of Munster,
IN died 23 May 12. In a visit to Munster in the 90s, Robert met Ruth E Williams, a widow, over dinner and decided he was going to marry her; they married in 95. To-
gether they enjoyed wintering in Myrtle Beach, SC, travel several times to Europe, and crossing the country attending 306™ reunions, where many of us have enjoyed
knowing both of them. Ruth was a member of Goodwill, participating in their fundraising fashion shows and searching for dolls to refurbish and refashion to give to
needy children. She was an active member in her church; the Napoleonic Society; antiques club; book club; and woman’s club. Buried at Riverview Cemetery in Monti-
cello, White Co, IN. Survived by her husband Robert (who is moving back to CT near his own children), 2s, 6gc, 2ggc.

Obituaries Not Recent; Not Previously Published (Arranged by Date of Death)

Correction NOTE: In our Winter (#1) issue of 2012 “Not Recent” column, the obit for Morris (nmi) Butler contained a typo; he was born in Dec 20, so was 88 [not 78]
when he died in Oct 09.

Hancock, John D, 1208™ QM Co (officer, unknown duties), who was listed in Echoes Jul-91 as ground officer (no dates), is most likely this man of his name who was a
native of Lexington, KY and died 30 Jan 07 in Louisville at 87. He had enlisted in the Air Corps at Louisville, KY in Aug 42, with 4 years of college. He retired from
Brown and Williamson Tobacco. He was preceded in death by 1s. He and his wife of 63 years, Margaret “Peggy” E, were members of St. Raphael's Parish, and charter
members of Woodhaven Country Club. Peggy, an avid bridge player, survived him until 14 Feb 10, dying at 87. Survived by 2c.

Roosa, Richard Keith, 367" radio operator (Joseph Hess crew), died while living near Houston in Baytown, Harris County, TX, on 30 May 01 at 78. Hess’ crew ar-
rived at Thurleigh 22 Sep 44. Online, the National Archives WWII Enlistment index shows that Richard K Roosa, born 22 in IN, enlisted in the Air Corps 7 Aug 42
from Beaver, PA with 4 years high school education and civilian occupation of “Apprentices to other trades.” He’s listed twice at the WWII Memorial, by his two sis-
ters, Patricia & Boyd Clark, and by Ralph F & Janet Roosa Scalera. Online death records show his death date and then-residence zip, and show that his remains are at
Earthman Memory Gardens, near Houston, TX. At that cemetery, only one other Roosa’s remains are located: his presumed wife, Mary Jane Roosa, who died in Feb 95
at age 65. Found no info re whether Roosa had children, or what he did post-war that took him to TX. The Secretary greatly appreciates learning via Ruth Des-
Rochers (widow of Albert, waist-gunner on Hess’ crew, and wartime buddy of Roosa) that Roosa was from Beaver, PA; this one bit of info made it possible to
figure which of 3 men named Richard Roosa in the WWII Enlistment records was “ours,” and possible to find his death.

Sellen, Warren J, 423" engineer (Elmer Heap crew), of Passaic, NJ, died 27 Apr 01, at 78. He reached Thurleigh with the crew 16 Oct 43; while there he was halfback
on the base football team, and made 15 points in the winter 45 basketball game won by 423" over 369" 51 to 34. Prior to enlisting as Pvt in Air Corps at Newark, Sep
42, his civilian occupation had been Semiskilled machine shop and related occupations. No further info.

Sawyer, George L, 1208" QM Co, who served at Thurleigh as Sales officer (Dec 42), Station Billeting officer (Jul 43), Base Quartermaster, Director of Material (Apr
45), and Group Supply officer, and reached rank of Capt on 1 Mar 44, appears likely to be the man of his name who died at 86 on 5 Mar 01, at Wesley Care Center,
Charlotte, NC, with memorials suggested to the Alzheimer’s Association; buried at Bethel Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Cornelius, NC. He was born in 15 in NC; at
enlistment Jul 42 at Ft Jackson, Columbia, SC, he was single with four years of college and civilian occupation classification of Teachers & Principals. After the war, he
received his Master’s degree at Appalachian State Teachers College; taught biology and science in the Charlotte public schools at Central High and Garinger High, also
serving as tennis coach; and retired with 43 years in 79. At his death he was survived by Nancy, his wife of 58 years, 2c, 1gc.

ADD’L INFO re Creasey, Frank L, 1208" QM Co, whose 31 Oct 00 death was reported in the #1 “Winter” 2012 issue of Echoes: the Secretary received word (from
Virgil Lempenau, who was his back-up in this position) that Creasey was Capt Sawyer’s driver at Thurleigh.

Harris, Ernest C, 1208" QM Co (Pfc, unknown duties) who enlisted as a Pvt in the AF Dec 42 at Ft Thomas, Newport, K as a single resident of Shady Spring, Ra-
leigh Co, WV, born 23, appears to be the man of that name who was born 15 May 23, got his Social Security # in WV, and died at 77 in Madison, Morgan Co, GA on 20
May 00. No further info.

Kearley, Charles R, Jr, (1208" QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), of Cumberland Co, TN,died there 14 Apr 99 at 76, and is buried in Crossville. When he enlisted in the
Air Corps at Camp Forrest, TN in Oct 42 he was a single high school graduate. No further info.

Atwood, “R G,” 368" gunner, who arrived Thurleigh 7 Jun 44; was there at least to 6 Jan 45; and who had Serial #36176468, appears likely to be the Roy G Atwood,
Jr, S/Sgt in WWII, who was born in Ml in 19; died 8 Nov 97 at age 78; was apparently never on our Echoes list, and whose USVA marker is at Maplelawn Cemetery in
Paducah, KY. No further info. [NOTE: “R G” Atwood is NOT the same man as Richard G Atwood of OR, who was 368" tail-gunner on Marsh’s crew; had a differ-
ent Serial # and who has received Echoes since at least 1994.]

Christopher, Sidney J, 39th Services Gp (Sgt, main job was photographer for Eager Beavers 368th Sq), of De Soto, MO, died 15 Nov 95 at 73. Prior to his Mar 41
enlistment in the Air Corps at Jefferson Barracks, MO, he was single, working as a photographer for FoJo Studios. His son Bob has some nice photos he took of movie
stars and other important people visiting Thurleigh. Post-war, married Agnes "Nadine" in Sep 46, who survives, and returned to FoJo, later working for the railroad and
ultimately ending his career as an electrician for Chevrolet. Also survived by 5c, 8gc.

Horsley, James L, 1208" QM Co (unknown duties), who was listed in Echoes Jul-91 as ground officer (no dates) and who was listed as 2Lt at Thurleigh, with surname
misspelled as “Herseley” in Russell Strong's card file, appears to be the James L Horsley who died 9 Apr 94 at age 73, and is buried at Riverside National Cemetery in
Riverside, CA. His USVA marker shows he also served in Korea and reached the rank of Capt. His wife Thetis, originally from McAlester, OK, survived him at Wildo-
mar, CA to 28 Apr 05, at 83. Survived by 8c, 18gc, 15ggc as of her death. No further info.

Kelso, Harry Alfred, 423" engineer (Neill G Kirby crew), originally from OK, died 10 Mar 1993 with his last residence being in Lemon Grove, San Diego County,
CA, at 71. He reached Thurleigh 28 Oct 44, and completed his tour 10 Apr 45. He had enlisted as Pri-
vate in Air Corps at Ft Rosecrans, CA in Nov 42, then a single resident of San Diego Co, having com- PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ADDRESS AND
pleted high school, with Workthexperience as “Skilled mechanics & rep;ahirmen.” No further info. CONTACT INFORMATION CORRECTIONS.
Schultz, Robert A, Jr, 1208™ QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), in 306™ records with Serial # 36161691,

who is shown in his Nov 41 enlistment at Ft Custer, Ml, as born in 19 in MI, and then a single resident WE NEED EMAIL ADDRESSES ON EVERY-
of Clinton Co, MI (Lansing area), appears to be the man of his name who died at 72 in Lansing, 21 May ||| ONE WHO HAS ONE.

92. No further info. Send corrections and additions to:
King, Frederick R, 1208" QM Co (Pfc, unknown duties), who had Serial # 11016810 in 306" records, Barbara Neal, Secretary

is apparently the man of that name who was from Maine, born 12 Apr 1923, and died in Boston, MA 8 P.O. Box 682530

Apr 1992 at about age 69. At enlistment as a Private in Portland, ME on 31 Dec 41, he was a single resi- Park City, UT 84068-2530

dent of Penobscot, ME with civilian occupation of "Semiskilled chauffeurs and drivers, bus, taxi, truck, secretary@306bg.org
& tractor." No further info. Obituaries continued on page 6
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:‘;‘Z“T‘;‘u“wi‘;‘m“;’&;‘:‘ o 1. Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 22 September UP (N 0uR  RACKS - THE TO4GlreR
Ay i 1943, as smended and pursuant to authority contained in letter, Hq SEUWINE IR SN TN TR
1 BATTLESHIP “A9miRAL n ek TRIPPED (T wiTH A PAIR
Bt s I e Eight Air Force, File 200.6, 23 September 1944, subject, "Awards and oE (RurARS: - . DoAcT hrke
2 o wns“:g"t-m Decorations", the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS is ewarded to the follow- LANC wnTH PewgS (R TP
Biis Cocnin wohs Acies THG‘ ing-named Officers and Enlisted Man, ARE  HAnwNG DPANGER 0uSLY,
NSRTH SEA- ou€R DENMARK ,DUE i il o B A
GAST To AN T.P. I méam( ROBERT E, WOODS, 0-2059680, First Lieutenent, Air Corps, United MiSScont. (7S No FonN Frewr
R R e S ey States Army. For extraordinary achievement while serving as Pilot of A Ennee: 4, Fanr co FRaiman
A HeADING oF (o 2 B-17 airplane on a bombing mission over Germeny, 10 April 1945, En- BR  (0.25. (V€ G7 Busrers
B oo S, Eanie F i route to the target exceptionally accurate antiaircraft fire inflicted Y T HAND - ARL OF U5 HAuE
e 7#4-,:.4 ?: severe damage upon the aircraft which Lieutenant Woods was piloting. e S gl g A‘;‘T:f;‘e:“:'v“g:“
it “‘r Pt The plexiglass nose was shattered, the oxygen system waes damaged, the e 5
—ue AR GeT. Number One and Number Three engines were rendered inoperative and the
; Number Two engine caught fire intermittently. Despite these difficult-
ies and the fact that Lieutenant Woods sustained a hand wound, he cap-
35 ably completed the return flight to base where a safe landing wes ac- b iins s Fo
complished, The courage, coolness and tenacity of purpose displayed /5 MAR 104 5
¢ oo 1o, 18 by this officer on this occasion reflect the highest credit upon him- ZOSSEN, GER.
14 MAR 1945 self and the Armed Forces of the United States., Entered military ser- /47474 T
g HILDE SHEIM, CER. vice from Tennessee. 9:3p
JONT Tme
8:45 BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL TURNER: TLER'S W(GH CowmAND HEAD-
4 QUARTERS GoT (T 7opay. 1T
NOTHER wows ALTITGDE MiSSIoN. WAS LoCATED IN THE SmaALL
DON'T LIKE (T THIS fow - THE

Town ofFf zZossen, A Few
WLLES Frow BerRLInN. U4

HLUMER T7HE BETTER For MmE.

BARTIETT BEAMAN,
WE WEeNT /N AT {(zooe F7-

Brigadier General, U, S. Army

OTHER GRoupPs M1 T Besoes
TARKET WAS A TeT AIRPLANE Chief of Staff, VS, WE LEVELED THE€ FALACE.
TACToRY. ALL THREE OF ouR : ENCOUNTERED FrAK GQorng
SQUADRONS MADE PERFeCT HITS. OFFICIAL: ( cedl Comimu ovv, BuT

VERT LLUHT Frak~- AT TH(S NONE oveR THE TARWET- A
ALT(TuDE | Don'7 SEE How THY 5/T/ ROBERTS P, JOHNSON, JR., ; otk TFERRIE GunnER Firep
MSS €0 ~ BT o SHIPS wERE Lieut. Colonel, A.G.D., Twe  BuRSTS ~ THE LAST BuRsT
LoST FRawn TACS GRsufp, Adjutant General, T A B2y DireeT~ ALl THAT

06 R (000 PourPERS RIPPED WAS LEFT wAS A BALL oF Spoxd
THE FACTORS 0PN Lot wive DISTRIBUTION: "H" cn= TIRE ... N CHoTES.
(NCEND/ARI €5 $ET o7 orny Fere- SUT HonTeR WAS Releasen
Shcok € BEliow€d ¢P 7, Fas o7 FRown THE MoSPITAL TopaY He s

ALL 7He "8G wHeeLs” BEEN (v TR Two weeks wiTH
wWERE PRoud Of Tie Rescrrs. | A BuRSTED CARDROWM . He'S O k.

oL 207 THE SéCono :fufmi "R‘ E § I ‘R‘ l _Q "T‘ E 2 o REAPY To Ery Alarn.
7o m§ Ay .
wermef :.‘fasuo. :"\fﬁ f .
38

[osine No. 20 H&0 - [ Gsreenr on 7He /horace.
2/ Mae 1945 < CARREp XiCKELs ~ No7 THe

RHINIE , GeRr AmenrccAn * cenr Plece - Bor
/_7//‘)‘ Time SURRENDER (CAFLETS el Newg

720 PAPers Teii/ng TERRiE wMAF

{ TEHE S Cone WAS e ASKIing

TAHE BLG BIRDS Took 7o 7HE Ko o @ASH (v (eSO HePs.

wirp BluE AT 0820 THes THEE REST oF THE GRoupP

HeoRNING » CARR(EDL 38 PACKS oF Sprqsz

HAD A SHORT EAST MyessioN, ANTr  PeRsoncsr (F2a¢ meenr-

@OMPARED Zo Stme INe'oE TATON) BoruBS. O7HER GRoups

Beew GeTriwe, CARRieD /000 Poonocles, Wwe
(7 Sccms THAT T&H<s IETS WORICED oW THE BARPRACKs Al

G’ MS. /o7's  Have Bsew FRAK  BATTCRieS el TlhsS

Ceine WonwTy A Le7zzie OlulPPeo omnw 7H&E PRonways,
TROLBLE WHLE KMe's Gezrrnyg Groine 7THE Frecp An Al
READY 72 (PsH ACRess THE AR D  GooD PrASTERING.

RMinNE (KZo TrAs [RHuR. THsT TAAK WAS ALGWT ~ BuT

wers 2PSRATING oFE A AR~ AETER W€ DROPPED THeFr Quir
FIERD /N “THE NoR 7K NAmeS ALTe GETHER FIRING @ RAN

RHIN(E - gesd we CARRED OCT To THER Mores. AFTER W,

AK ORper T2 Ger D O0F ;’é;e Heqaov s BomBers, Flnusien,
THEM ~ e DID, COMPLETELY. oS WENT (v el S TRARESD

T;YNP'S::‘; PTA;’J‘O“NQ ; mMT  THP  OIPN'T Do ANy wHA7T “wWAS LEFT.... MARK prr

CHARTE { PHTSCCAL  DAMAGE = THe o€ LuFEwaeFs TreLo.
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Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued from page 4

306th Bomb Group ¢+ Summer 2012

Wsasine
22 MAR 945
FIrOHAu ssen , GEe,

Ught Tme
S

No 2

NoTHER NA2! HEADRUARTERS
H(T THE DUsS7 7#rs e ORNING,,
THeS Timg IT WwAsS onN THE
WESTERN FRONT, (LL BeT
WE SCATTIERED NAZ( “MORNING
REMRTS” OUER HALF or (ERMANY.

TARLET WwAS FoCATED (N THE

RHoR  BoT NOT T7HE FLAK wE
EKPECTED CcAME Ul ~ 7He rR¢e
Pokkink T BACK. oME oF

THESE DPAYTS we'R€ GoING To
UET H(T/NSOME UNEXPECTED cesl

SAY Soo %4rps Aremnp Bersr
INTo FrRE ik SmokE- 7THE
CRooP AHEAD HADN'T TcRNED
ocr THEE RoN Soon €NoviM
el oAS  OQUGHT N THIS
Black DeATH- THEIR  SHIPr Betamy
PEetine ocy ofF TRRMAYTION Lije
SCA  FZ/65 ~ Som€ Burnng,
S0ucE JIYST SPIRL/IMG DownN wARD.
foor WeNT Dow N, BeEForg
A CHANCE FOR EVASIVUE Aeviow
QCous 0 Be TAKEN FRewn Twis &m“
2KE OF 2uvR SH/PS tAnDes

(N TRANCE — 2 SKGrneS SAlor
ooy Tewo oTHERS MNAD onxe
CNKCINE OLT~ Bur 7TAer

CAace N xnTH THe GRoup
MACONAYPD.TL. , HonTeRr ,

Hidacine No.22
23 VAR /945
COESFELL, G ER.

IHC Liire
1574

REAKEAST AT 0S0o0, BRIEEIN( AT
0600. WE WENT To 7éAT D—mM
HAPPY varLeY AGAN. T wisH
MONTY woutd HURRY auwdl CRosS
THAT RHINE zew@ PoT 7HAT
FhAK (€57 our o0& 7#He wAR.

WE BomBeED A MARSHALLING
YARD AT CoesSFELD, HeLPinG To
I1SohATE THE RHUR So (T wirk
BE €ASIeR ToR WONTEGOMERY
7o TAKe T.

WE SAw Auo746R V-2 Rocker

STRAIGHT UP =~ 70 miLesS.
MADE NoTes wMHeEerRE THey
CAdm e FRowm — S50 7HE MmeDoms
Gl FGNTERS
el SAKosT
S(TE&ES
JERR(E TR(EO 7o ORIVE U3
OFE, 4s USUAL, BUT THE B
CAS BRDS CANT BE $STopPED -

we Akways
o

CovhlO Cowm€E Over
VP T7AE/R LAune i

S0mE (o Diww -~ BuT Fou Cdny
SToPP'€m, As HE TiwALLYy Foung
0T,

HALE o9& ouR BowmBs DIDN'T
e OUT WHEN THE TokuLigR Wiy
THUE SwITON ~ | HAD 7o DRopP'™M
FRowm 7Te cmeReenes 5ALvo
SUNTEH (N THE CoCkP7. €
PRoPPED Qo SE&ECHNDS LATE.

OUNCHARTED FLAK AgeA. THese IFRATIE , 70PINSK I ¥ LEOPOI D  wERE Bowa B LEAYE HokrAND. L HAvEN'T e(-(ppl:-op‘e-,cfmewuf;z; ;':‘7‘3,#6_
Qons ARE PILING VP Some-~ WITH e ToMyr THer Are WeNTraen | 4% - BERde. B cuk Bom BARp(eRS ConTr PAnce
wHERE IN UCRMANS ~ ceakl $°2| | A #e¥T CReEw. SoPItcSKy «s VSLAKLY Se€ 2 orR 3 EUERY ik B eh 4“‘?’"'
Dosenr Know weere. MF WAV, ekl (EDPILD ¥ Time we Go over Twsre, Tou TEMP. X oA:.;(;Twe S
WE TLRNED oF= THe TARGer| | ToGG4cer. MACPINAFD IS Y Can T SE€ ThHE RocksT (Tsers - A9° Betow 2eRo,
(N A KHerrisH &o° BAnk~ Bur Co.prio7— He's A4 Gosn Plior JOST TS Com TRAL- A THror )
JUST /N 7TréaceE - The LoMste KoPE ( Ge7 72 KeeP flrue. WHLTE STRPE ACRSSS TIHE SKY, =
44 A5 46 47
///Mm.m No 23 L W R SR - A R A SKIP THAT AS FiLyrne ABove Wm(vu Ny 24
NHANNOVER  GeR, W T LB e T THE LEAO SZEMmcenT OF THes HMALLE. GER.
28 /AR 1945 / Covkd HEAR ovR (RoupP LeAaper S@UADRON. Ne mesT Mave IoST 3/ MAR. 1945
Jleyht Lime TERLING THE HGH ced Lo fPeirea mie- el SuoleNRE flight Time
730 e Mo coan | e HeS  Goews Savace pLER o mE, 8.00
THs AssemBLY Poin7; awl T Z wAs A STRAGER, coel HE

AD To CALL v A DErAY oF
TAKE oFF FoR wmYy SHIP, BomBS
WERE NOT Cowm PLETE LT LOADED.
WE TooK off 3B mineTés MTE,
ooR (RouP WAS ASSEMBLING NORTH
0F PARIS OUER A [RADIO BumCHER,

3o MINUTES AETER TAKE OFF
F;ARRY CALLED el SAID THeE G-
Box el RADIO Corm PASS WAS OUT.
WwE HAO BEEN oON (NSTRUMENTS
S/ V&€ TAKE OFF, [ OromnT “AxT

Te ABRT S0 T Tokio Arew
To Do Hecs Bes7T 7o LR uS
To THE RENDEZVouS PolnT. wE
WERE AT /3000 F7 e STrar
No Stear o A BRSAK (v T
WEATHER

WE WwERE PRieFCL To BomEB
Beriiv - oncs JARueT I AxTED
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HADW'7 Evén BROrEN OuvT OF
THE ouveERCAST 7e7

we NWON'T KMnow EXACTLY
WHERE (€ WERE, 50 ( 7oud
THE CREW To LET im€ Avow
(F T7TKey SPo77c0 A QRouP wNen
WwE OCAWME OUT ot TS STUFFE

wE BRok€ our AT 20,000 FT
I SPo77¢é0 A (GrovP CIRCLING
AT R o'®lock LEUVEL ABoST 5 my.
Away T HeApep TFor THew, ,r
15007 HMSHLTH For A Bt BIRD
720 AE wowbRInG ARounD UP

THERE , BANDi7S LikKe MEAT Like
THAT.
THcS GRoup Dion 7 Fe¥

THe SAme ToR MAToN AS ouR
Croo P DI, BuT I SET7Zeon
(nTo A PostTconw INEXT 7o

49

1 WAS SweATik( ovT ey EnGives-
THE B&s7 FRcenOS A mAnsS Go7
wherw MH€'S 35 Mmuiutes vP acl
300 mMILES [N OLER ENEMT Lines,
W€ (o7 Teo CLeSE To MER-
SEBUR( Qorng I Gkl Go7
CLtPOED BT THEIR FrLAK. OKE
OF OUR SHMHIPS Geo7 N7 ceuf’

HAp 7o “ToRN BAcKk. woR
SQuapRon COULDN'T Q€T THE RuGHT
({NTERVAL For 7HE BomB Ruy so

w€ WADE
e 7HAE
FRiENDS

A 360 ToRrRN._ oFF
SovrH THEE LiTTEE
" er€ MAunc TRouBLE
Wzt Some JETS WHo were
TR7Ike <o Ger AT oS, TRef
NEUER SuLCSEEDSD, THANKS AGAIN
To OuR MeSTANG ESCoRT.

(7" was ABour Floe-TenZs
OUER HARLE - ceeekd FAAK wWAS
(YACCURATE ~ Mo o€ ey
Doy BT rT>S 0F (LOSE OWNES,

w€ Toolk ofFF LATE AGAIN, bue
T A AT TIRE~-7THET CAve ¢S A
FAIP wiTHOovT Bar. TeRReT Geons,
WE J0INED ovR GRev P AT THE (OAST
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fesosme No. 26
HALBERSTADT , GER. .
8 APRIL 1945
. leght Ui
Fiz % 79:00 iy

Y BREAKFAST oF THREE MoT-
SAKES AT 0300 THS ptoRNING
DIDN'T SETTLE RIQHT.

T DID 0-K. WHILE (UE WERE
ASSEMBLIN G . Bu7T ABovT HALE
wAY THeERe I FeLr Liker HAp
SWARLoWwED A Do2€N O0R So BorTee
FLIES, andd TEelr wAnTed To
Comr€ UP FoR AIR.

ON THE BomB RV, oF Ard
RAACES, |T REACHED (T'S CLimAX,
I TordD MAC 7o 7AKE oO0oerR-TI
PurkEQ OFF MY Frak HELMET,
awid AS BomBS weENT Awall
I TSSED MY Coski €S, “THIANK
GoD 7HERE uAS KO FLag,,.

WE MAPE EKCELLENT (¥cTs on

Tl RALROAD TARD.... sl pu ¥
INSIOES F&77LED BACK To NolmAL.
WeT7A MmusSton !l

/77kldém No. 25
KIEL, GER
T APRIL 1945
//4.' 4t Lime
8:40

IHIS 1S THE FIRST TIimg WE'VE
BEEN *SCRUBBED el FLEW A
MussonN, AL IN THE SAWME DAY

WE weee pP THES A.m. AT

0100 . BRIEFED ad (ueRE READY
To Go ovT 7o ouR SHIPS wHeN
R€ED- ReL FLARES BRoKE THE
EARLY  wmoRNING SKY we Pult-
€D OoFF 00R FLYING (QEAR sl
HUT THE SAEKS AGAIn AT 0615,

THEY (o1 US UP AGAIN AT

095 4wl Z2LD us THNGE wEATHER
WAS BETZER ouER. 7HG 7HRGLET-
o THEY W€ woukD TAKE
o€ AT /ofl%.

w€ ChimeDd THRouGH ONFE

TRONT el ouverR THE TOP ¢F

AnteTHER | U EATHER (LUAS CLe4R

OUER T7HE wWeS7ERN COAST OF

54
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/oo No. 27

ORANIENBURG, GER.
& /0 APRIL 1945
= At Thue
/47//.'00

N “Tde AR CoRPS THEY sAY
THAT WHEN You START FLYING
YouR wAiLsStens, You ARE ALLoTéED
So wutH Lock, WHEN Tou use
UP THIS GIUEN AWOLNT oF Lutk-
You Don'T (om€ BACK,

ToDAY I THinNK MAL, T gud
THE REST 0F MY CREW ULSED ULP
0uR  ACCOUNT, amed oVERDREW
ABouoT A Doz€N FouR- LEAF-CLOVERY
woRTH oF T7HAT AulK,

I pon'T BELEVE Too WMULH IN
HunCHes - BUT “TH'S MmorNy(| FoR
THE SECOND TImE€ SINCE | STARTED
ELYING ComBAT, T PERSONALLY
o MECKED THE EMERGENCY WALK
AROUND okxYGen BoTTlES. I WAp
To FoRCe waYSELF To oPeN THE
THRoTTLES, AS W€ ENTERED

5§

WASNYAAK (NG ANY CHANCES on A
JERRIE SACAK(nG I el PiCKING
At oFE , AS HAs HAPPENMED I
Tés PAST,

L Cocton'T mmakE RApro Con-
TARACT w74 Hiwm puR 3€7s ARE
TUNED MNEFERENT FRowa 7 TRD
DIV, wHtCH wAS NS ourrEer,

HE pueS7T HAUE CALLED ANrS
LEADER |, BecAcse THerr Raving
HEAD MAN CAME P a2kl Gave
MmE A oxeE OUER - ME peesr
HAVE (DENTIECED m§ meaRKings
Al WwAS SATSECED, THE Gy
NEXT o mee PoktEDP Hrs
GeKS, OFE xwl CLERFTTHCAF
wAS 0.K,

FLAK wAS Heav T, Bur we
MADE (7T BACK witHooT ©AS5uALT(esS.

5o

UT OF THE SACK EARLIER THAWY
EYER THIS MORN(ING-_._BREAK—
FAST AT 0100 awd] BRIEFING AT
0200. SoME of THE Bo¥YS GoT
I FROM THEIR DATES TLST /N
Timg 70 MAKe BRIEFING.

PRIMARY TARGeT, I|F VISuAL,
wAs 7o BE 0uR okD FRIEND
LUT2KENDORE AUAIN. |F THE
PRIMARY wAS CoVERED, awel 1T
WAS, we WweERE To HT TTHE
MARSHALLING T4RDS AT HALLE,
TUESE YARDS WERE FukL oF Rolk-
G S 7ocic HEADED FoR 7THE €asr-
ERN TRoNT,

We HAD A LonN| HaRrp
CLIM B~ PurktN(, 38" MANIFOLD Frsf
Gl 2300 R.P.M ALL THE WAY

CERMANY sk DENMARK- BorT (7
Clov DED UP AQCArnv. Ov ER THE
TARCET 7 BECAME E(GHT- TENIHS
s w e D€ Crocn o LrRk € A
wmicke” PRon onx (7

on Q_“fﬁle BowaB Rowm , H
BR(TiSH  wosQuiToes” Paws € PAST
US sl LET Go wnu7H THR
FCAD  OF CHAFF. 7S IS Kntow
As A SCREENING FoRCE. (T
HeLPs 7o RATTLE THE JERRIE
FLAK CONNKERS ol ZHSIR
RADAR E€Q OIPTMENT.

Too (ouvrD 3€€ 7€ CHAFE
el THE FLAK PURFS Fokiow-
ING (T pDown- BurT Yo Mw
fosk JERRIE FoR JTUST So ren.
WE mu37 HAvE MAPE A Bri(eR)
SPo7 (N His [RADAR scoPe, ToR
THE Black PofFEs> BESGAIN MUK
RoomING ARovwD ©S ~ 720 ClosE,

THE SHP GAue THAT Oro
FAmibiAR  LYRCH, rike A J1GH OF
REMEF, AND THE —70GGAcer CALced
"BomBs  AwaY”,

55

WE MABE A stow 1§0° Torw
Mo THE RicHT OoFF THE TARCGeT
cwd DOvBLED BACK. weE Gor
A Goop View oF osup wWoRK.

O7ler GRouPS WERE DRoP-
PING on THER Alming POINTS in
THCS MGUTT GERmAn PoRT
DocCi<S, (WAREHoUS €S, MERCHANT SHIPS
B MACHINE SHOPS weke Going
UP (N BILLowS 0F S mox€ - FiRed
STARTED, oTHER E€XPLosioNs ROLLED
0UT OF Tlhe Borring WRECKALE,

kT7Le P.T. Boats W ERE RuN-
NING 607 or —Hes HARBOR, LiIKE
FRIGHTEN &0 RABBI7S. P-5( mus-
TANGS weRe wAITING FBR THEpy
THer Ouep o FAem, PovRING
00T DEADLY S0 (Al Slies el
((YCENDIARIES (NTo THER HulLs .

OOR WING KkoST 3 SHips-
Moe TRowa oOuRr GRoup. A
VERY SUXESSFUL wasSion .

CoMing HeME, WE LET Down ©VER TWE
NIRTH SEA cudl CAME BAk UNDER THE |
Fron7s, BAriLy skimmING THE ToP OF
WAVES. SHow Gund] RAIN WAS PLENTIFUL .

£6

7UE FoG., A Cokd THILL eENT
THRoveH MmE.

CUERY THiNG wAs Going Fin€-
THE (Rew QHeckeD /IV:"TaiL oK,
“WAIST o.xk," BArL ok.” RADIO aK”
o 30 omn UP Ta THE ToGGilER
IN THEe wosE. ¢ covromw'7 Fl4uRE
07T my PECLLIAR EECLING,

WE BRoke our AT 6booo €7
THE sy wAaS SHivwintg BROGHTLY
THe CrR@rincG SHIPS ¢ THE
DISTANCE GLISSEnED 4iIKkKE OlAmMond
DST7 TFLoATING 1k THE AR--FIRSr
Trom€ | EUER THouGHT & THEW
74T  WAY.

As (W€ TOINED THE BomBER
STREA VM~ <k CROSSED THE CHANNEL,
THEE (LovDS THINMED OUT Al
FINALLY 47 CLEARED «P CompPierels

BRUSSELS APPEARED OFF oum LEFT
WG Tep - 7HEY CokoGnE cend THE
Rt MRWER. CoroGrE HAD BeEN
TAKEN A FEw weeks Alo. TERRIE

HAD BEEN FoReEd BACK FRow Wes
BeLow€0 RUINE sl Aows H(S (eRY

£9

EXis7TANEEe wAS AT STAKE - He
HA0 OGAwBLED, cmel NOw HE
WwAS  LoSing THE HARD wAY.
THos €  wHe kLE BY THE Swory

SHALL Oi€ BY 7He SwWoRp”

WE WCRE ForLowiINy THE
(RouP AdEad, we were “BAKeR
TORRE " oR SECOND GRouP (N opR
DIUSION. W€ WERE Sl THEM
AS OUR ENTERFSRENCE . THe
HAD ENCoLKTERED No Frak oR
FTGHTERS %0 0oR  GRouP wAv-
IGAToR OHodS€ 7o Fdllow THEm,
wHICH  LATER PRoOVED UERT UN-
wisE.

WE€ WERE PAST wWHITTEN Bung,
BeTween THe FLBE RIVER ceedld
BERLIN, 5 MINUTES BeFore OuR
L. P wHen (T HAPPENED . THinis
HAPPERED S0 TAST FRow NOw

ON I OQOoN'T Kiow & ( Cdw T
THEM IN THEIR RWHT ORDER oR
NOT. BuT Here Goes.

WE werRe AT 2 000 £7,ceur
STihwe Ot./w\&/m‘,, AT T7HKeE ABue
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Obituaries continued from page 3

Kristoff, Emil A, 367" ball-turret gunner (William S Kirk crew), of Fayette Co,
TX, died 6 Oct 1990 at 73. He enlisted in Jul 41 at Ft Sam Houston. He is buried
at LaGrange Cemetery in LaGrange, TX. Survived by his wife Veronica, and at
least 2c. No further info.

Harding, Kenneth L, 1208" QM Co, PX auditing & inventory officer. Our 306"
2Lt Harding appears likely to be the man of that name who was born 1918 in MA,
and enlisted in Feb 41 in Boston, MA, as a married 23-yr old resident of Norfolk
Co, MA with experience as a bookkeeper. He died in Quincy, Norfolk Co, MA at
71 on 24 May 89. No further info.

La Forgia, Joseph F, 1208" QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), originally from As-
toria, Queens Co, NY, died 8 Dec 88 in Dania, FL at 71. He was a single resident
of Queens when he enlisted in Jul 42. He was survived by his wife, Joyce, who
died at 87 in Jan 11 in Dania, FL. They’re buried with his parents at Calvary
(Catholic) Cemetery in Woodside, Queens, NY. No further info.

Boncic, George, 423" bombardier (Elmer Heap crew), of Hempstead, Nassau Co,
NY, died in Nov 79, around his 60" birthday. He reached Thurleigh 16 Oct 43; on
22 Dec 43 (Osnabrook) he was credited for downing an ME-109; 21 Jan 44 (Pas
de Calais mission was flown that day) 1% Lt Boncic was sent to 3479th Station
Hospital per Strong’s card file. He was born in NY of parents from Yugoslavia
and Czechoslovakia. Post-service, by age 40 he had become Supervising Engineer
for buildings for all of NY Telephone Co. No further info.

Kirby, Neill G, 423 pilot, originally from VT, died 3 Mar 77 in San Bernardino
Co, CA at 58. Before reaching Thurleigh 28 Oct 44 he had done a Pacific combat
tour; he completed his 306" tour in Mar 45. He had initially enlisted in Washing-
ton DC in Sep 40 as a Pvt, after one year of college, with work experience in
manufacture of autos; at that time he was a single resident of Bronx, NY. No fur-
ther info.

Erickson, Arthur R, 423" radio operator (Elmer Heap crew), of Kitsap County,
WA, died 9 Nov 71 at 64. At age 35, having worked as a salesman, he enlisted at
Tacoma as a Pvt; at 36, he arrived at Thurleigh with the crew. His vet marker at
Breidablik Cemetery in Kitsap Co, where he rests various older Ericksons, shows
T/Sgt, DFC, AM with 3 OLC — PH. No further info.

Reitmeier, Woodrow A, 1208"™ QM Co (listed in Jul-91 Echoes as a ground offi-
cer, unspecified duties), originally from New York, NY, died 3 Mar 71 at 52. Af-
ter Thurleigh, he continued to serve in Korea and Vietnam. LTC Reitmeier is bur-
ied at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. When he
enlisted as a Private in Jun 41 at Governors Island, NY, he was single and had
three years of college. No further info.

Cohen, Herman G, 1208™ QM Co (reached Pfc rank 23 Dec 43, unknown du-
ties), who entered the service from Bronx, NY, and was listed in Strong’s records
with Serial # 32707505 which cannot be located in the National Archives’ WWII
Enlistment index apparently due to typos, seems most likely to be this man of the
11 vets named Herman Cohen in USVA Grave Locator: Herman Cohen, born 31
Jan 25, died at age 39 on 20 Jan 65, buried at Long Island National Cemetery as
Cpl in WWII; buried with his wife Marian who survived him to age 66 in Nov
1995; Air Force per plot listing at FindAGrave.com. No further info.

Allen, Wayne K, 368" flight engineer (James H Butler crew), from Multnomah
County, OR, was KIA from Thurleigh 21 Feb 45, less than 3 weeks into their tour.
During the mission, somehow Allen's walk-around oxygen tank got knocked off
him, though it did not appear that he was hit by flak or enemy fire. Crew mate
Charles R “Charlie” White found Allen, and got him to the bombardier hatch,
where he hooked him up to oxygen. Medics met them upon landing, but Sgt Allen
did not survive. Wayne was born 22 Nov 23 in WA he enlisted 27 Feb 43 at
Portland, OR, at which time he was single with dependents — presumably his par-
ent(s) and/or younger sibling(s) were dependent on him. Buried at Siskiyou Me-
morial Park, Medford, OR. No further info.

Hinkle, James M, 1208™ QM Co (1Lt, likely in accounting or auditing), who
enlisted in Milwaukee, WI in Apr 41, with 4 years of college and civilian work
experience as “Accountants & auditors” died sometime during the War, appar-
ently at Thurleigh. He was listed by the US War Dept at the WWII Memorial Reg-
istry with hometown of Milwaukee and his officer serial number, as “DNB” [Died
non-Battle] and no indication of where he's buried. In Echoes Jul-91, he's listed as
a ground officer at Thurleigh with no dates shown.

Part 3 of Lt. Robert E. Woods
diary coming in the next issue of
Echoes, coming soon this fall.

(The Diary pages can be
enlarged for easier viewing at
our website, 306bg.org under

the Echoes tab.)

Plan to Attend the
Savannah
Reunion at the
Marriott Savannah
Riverfront
October 25-28, 2012

Em Christianson and Bill Houlihan enjoy
the San Diego Reunion.

Photograph courtesy Charles Neal
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- e e ]
Wives and Widows at the San Diego Reunion. Seated, left to right: Charolotte Grif-
fin, Elizabeth Huebotter, Virginia Brown, Bari Lissner, Back row: Katherine Snook,
Mattie Carleton, Francine Burrell Jackson, Em Christianson, Cynthia Lawson.

Photograph Courtesy Charles Neal

Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued from page 5
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Registration Form — 306" Bomb Group Association
Marriott Savannah Riverfront — Savannah, Georgia ~~ 25-28 October 2012
DEADLINE for Registration & Hotel: Monday, October 1, 2012
Toll-free number for hotel reservations: 800-285-0398
Ask for 306" Bomb Group reunion rates: $119 single or double

Mandatory Registration fee (per person) x $35.00 = $

Wednesday, 24 October Hospitality Room opens 7 pm—Free (see schedule for details)
Thursday, 25 October Arrival Day, Hospitality Room and Cinema Room—Free (see schedule for
details)
Friday, 26 October
Mighty Eighth Tour, Lunch & Dedication Ceremony

(10:00 am-4 pm) (Revised and updated 25 April 2012)

First Over Germany Dinner (7 pm )

Saturday, 27 October
Narrated Savannah River Cruise & Lunch (11:30-1:30 pm
(Revised and updated 25 April 2012)

Banquet (7 pm)

Everything else on the schedule is free!

Make check payable to 306" Bomb Group Association Reunion,
and mail to Joel LaBo, 875 S Worth, Birmingham, M1 48009

Full name of your family’s Thurleigh vet

Is he living?

His Squadron or Base Unit His duty while at Thurleigh

If he was on a flight crew, name of pilot &/or his B-17, if known:

Every person attending for this registration Every person’s relationship to

family’s Thurleigh vet

My name:

Please add an asterisk * by the name of anyone attending his/her first Reunion

My street (or Post Office Box) address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Please call the Savannah Marriott Riverside Hotel direct to make reservations:
1-800-285-0398 or 1-912-233-7722
Ask for 306th Bomb Group reunion rates:

$119.00 (plus tax) Single or Double Rooms—All One Price

Deadline for registration and hotel reservations is 1 October 2012.
Please help your 306th Bomb Group reunion planning,
register and make hotel reservations early. Do it today!

A full-sized hard copy of this form is on the 306th website: 306bg.org

Reunion Schedule
At Savannah

WEDNESDAY, 24 OCTOBER

e Volunteers set up Hospitality Room & Exhibits -

Plaza Room (9 am - 5 pm)

e Dinner on your own (hotel restaurants and other food

venues close by)

¢+ Hospitality Room Opens — Plaza Room (7 — 9:30
pm)

THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER

e Arrival - Pick up registration packets - Plaza Room (8 -

5 pm)

e Board Meeting — Mercer Room (10 am)

e Sign up for Oral History interviews at Registration

Desk (8 am-5pm)

e Hospitality Room and Exhibits — Plaza Room (8 am - 5

pm; 7 - 10 pm)

e FEighth Air Force Cinema — Film presentations at 10 &

11:15 am — Savannah Ballroom DE (See your packet for a

complete reunion film schedule)

e The 306th BG Archives Online—A demonstration of

the 306™ archives online, how to search it, and where to

find documents--Dr. Vernon L. Williams - Savannah Ball-

room DE (1-2 pm)

® Cyberspace and 306th History - Bring your laptops

and mobile devices. Sue Fox Moyer and Pat DiGeorge,

Savannah Ballroom DE (2-3:30)

e 306" BG Veterans Roundtable No. 1, with 306" veter-

ans telling their stories with a Q & A with the audience--

moderated by Dr. Vernon Williams, Savannah Ballroom

DE (3:30-5:30 pm)

e Dinner on your own (hotel restaurants and other food

venues close by)

ERIDAY, 26 OCTOBER

e Arrival - Pick up registration packets - Plaza Room (8

am-5 pm)

e Oral History interviews (pre-scheduled by appoint-

ment)

e Hospitality Room and Exhibits- Plaza Room (2 pm-

5pm; 7-10 pm)

e  Mighty Eighth Tour, Lunch & Dedication Ceremony

(9:00 am-3 pm) — Mighty Museum at Pooler, GA

e Second Generation meeting - Savannah Ballroom DE

(4 pm)

e First Over Germany Reception & Dinner

(Reception in Pre-function C (6-7 pm), Dinner in Savannah

Ballroom C (7-9pm)

SATURDAY, 27 OCTOBER

e Arrival - Pick up registration packets - Plaza Room
(8am-5pm)

e Business Meeting, Savannah Ballroom DE (9-10:45
am)

e Memorial Service-Tribute to the Fallen and Folded
Wings Memorial, Savannah Ballroom DE(10:45 am)

e  Oral History interviews (pre-scheduled by appoint-
ment)

e Hospitality Room and Exhibits - Plaza Room

(1-5pm)

e Narrated Savannah River Cruise & Lunch (11:30-1:30
pm (Revised and updated 25 April 2012)

e Searching for Your Family History Workshop -
Learn how basic research skills, luck, and determination
has worked for others in search for the unknown,
Savannah Ballroom DE (1:30-3:30)

e 306" BG Veterans Roundtable No. 2, with 306" veter-
ans telling their stories with a Q & A with the audience--
moderated by Dr. Vernon Williams, Savannah Ballroom
DE (3:30-5 pm)

e Eighth Air Force Cinema — Film presentations at 2 pm
— Savannah Ballroom DE (See your packet for a complete
reunion film schedule)

e  Cash bar, Prefunction C (6-7 pm)

e Veterans-only Group Photograph - Savannah Ballroom
C (6:45 pm)

e Widows Group & Next Generation Photograph -
Savannah Ballroom C (6:50 pm)

e Banguet, Savannah Ballroom C (7 pm)

SUNDAY, 28 QCTOBER

« Farewells and check out
+ Travel Home — See you next year!
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Museum Notes
Thurleigh Airfield 306th Bomb Group Museum
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Photographs: 1) British honor guard marching in to begin the ceremony, 2) Remembrance plague to donors for the redication of the 306th BG Memorial, 3) The 306th BG
Memorial pictured with memorial wreaths in its new location on the green in front of the 306th Memorial Museum, 4) 306th BGA family members and representatives gather
in front of the Museum—Ieft to right, Charles Neal, Barbara Neal, Dr. Vernon L. Williams, Suzanne Megregian, Nena Brennan Leary, Carolyn Couey, Ashley Megregian,
5) British visitors wear WW2 dress as they view the vehicles exhibits in the car park, 6) a large crowd awaits the start of the re-dedication ceremony, 7) Ralph Franklin visits

with a British visitor who wears the uniform of a captain in the 8th AF as he honors America’s service to victory in WW2, 8) Walt Rozett’s Purple Heart and other memorabilia
on exhibit in the 306th Museum. Photographs courtesy Charles Neal and Jim Leary

DONATIONS FOR THE
306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association. There are no dues—so
your gift is needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax-deductible.

Name Send to:
Joel LaBo, Treasurer
306th Bomb Group Association
Street and No. 875 S Worth
Birmingham, Michigan 48009

City, State & Zip

Date

Telephone No. 306th Unit




